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Fall Weather Safety Tips
Fall is a wonderful time of year. The leaves are changing, the kids are back to school,
there’s football to watch, apples to pick (and eat!), pumpkins to carve, and the weather
is especially pleasant — lower humidity, fewer bugs, and better sleeping temperatures.
What’s not to love?
But fall is not without its share of hazards. Here are some tips to be prepared for
whatever weather challenges may come your way this season:
Floodwaters
In short, never drive through floodwaters! Fall can often times bring with it rainy
weather, and heavy rains can be a common occurrence as September and October are
still part of hurricane season. So if you encounter fast moving water or a flooded
roadway as you are driving or walking, it’s best to turn around and find another route.
Abide by the “Turn Around, Don’t Drown” adage. You do not know the conditions under
the water. All it takes is 6 inches of moving water to make you fall. And keep children
and pets from playing in floodwater.
Leaf Hazards
Leaves, while pretty, can pose hazards for motorists. Fallen leaves can gather on
roadways and when they become wet, they can create very slick conditions. Add
freezing temperatures to the mix and your vehicle will have zero tracking, similar to
driving on an icy road. In addition, leaves can cover important road markings (double
yellow lines, for example) or deep pot holes. So it’s important to slow down when driving
on a leaf-covered roadway. And always give yourself plenty of room between you and
the cars around you in case anyone has to stop short.
Children often play in leaf piles so be alert! Never drive through a pile of leaves.
Many “leaf peepers” are out on the roadways and many can be distracted by foliage
vistas. Be alert to what other motorists are doing.
Keep your windshield free of leaves so as to not obstruct your view. And if you see dried
leaves peeking out from under the hood of your car, take a moment to pop it and clear
them away before you take your trip as they can obstruct ventilation holes and overheat
your vehicle.
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Fall Weather Safety Tips (article continued from page 1)
Reduced Visibility
With the days getting shorter, visibility when driving in the fall can be a challenge. Many
people walk along the side of the road at dusk with dogs, on horses or riding bicycles,
and they can be difficult to see. School is also in session so kids are out playing.
Mornings tend to be foggy. Additionally, fall is a time when wildlife is more active and on
the move. Slow down when driving, especially on curvy or narrow roads where visibility
around corners is difficult, and pay attention to postings for animal crossings, and obey
school zone speed limits.
Weather Changes
Fall foliage hikes are fabulous. If you take a hike, be prepared for weather changes as
you increase elevation. It may be sunny at the base of the mountain but it could be cold
and rainy or even snowy at the summit. Dress in layers, and bring a wind breaker or
waterproof shell, plenty of water, and never hike alone.
Water Safety
Many people like to take fall boat rides to see peak foliage. Even if things seem calm on
the water, everyone on board should wear a life jacket. Being submerged in water of
any temperature for any length of time can cause hypothermia and even the strongest
swimmer can be weakened.
Here are a few more maintenance items to do this fall for safety:
1. Get your furnace serviced. Before winter arrives, it’s a good idea to call a
professional to do your annual furnace servicing now. Your furnace is by far
the most important appliance in your home. Have the filters cleaned or
replaced. Check to see if you have an annual service contract, which will
greatly bring down costs on this important maintenance step.
2. Fire Safety. When we “fall back” is the time when everyone should replace
the batteries in smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors. It’s also a good
idea to have a working fire extinguisher in the house, and everyone who lives
there should be familiar with how it works. Hold a Fire Safety Meeting with
family members and go over the steps. Do not do any outdoor burning when
fire dangers are high. Flying embers can travel and start fires. Never leave
candles unattended, especially in Jack-O-Lanterns or on table centerpieces.
3. Fireplaces. Get your chimney inspected every fall. Hire a chimney sweep to
clean out your chimney of debris, nests, etc. before your light your first fire.
Use the fireplace screens to protect from flying sparks and embers. Never
pour lighter fluid, kerosene or gasoline on a fireplace, and never leave a
fireplace unattended.
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/fall-weathersafety-tips-19118
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Stephenson SWCD Accepting
Nominations
The members of the present nominating committee:
John Phillips and Richard Holmes will be seeking
nominations for two of the five director’s positions for a
two-year term of office beginning in 2021 on the
Stephenson County Soil and Water Conservation
District Board of Directors.
The Governing body of the SWCD consists of five
elected directors, who shall be owners or occupiers of
lands within the district. Their purpose is to carry-out in
the public’s interest the control/prevention of soil
erosion, conservation of resources, and prevention of
air/water pollution. The Directors willingly give their time
to decide what natural resource and agriculture issues
in Stephenson county need to be addressed, what
action will be taken, and who is responsible for getting
the work done. It is their duty to approve the budget for
all funds, approve all payments made by the District,
and provide for an annual audit. They have the
responsibility for personnel management including job
descriptions, performance standards, policies, and
benefits while providing direction, motivation and
guidance.
A director will serve a minimum of a two-year term on
the SWCD board, attend monthly board meetings,
participate and serve on committees.
SWCD Directors also review, monitor, and supervise
the finances, office personnel, and workload of the
SWCD; represent the SWCD as time allows, at local,
regional, state and national conservation affiliated
events and meetings; participate, as time allows in
regional and state affiliated organizations.
If you are a landowner or occupy land in Stephenson
County, of legal voting age, and would like to make a
difference in the future of the county’s natural
resources, a Director/Associate Director seat may be
waiting for you.
If you are interested or would like to nominate
someone, stop by the office at 1620 S. Galena Avenue,
Freeport IL for a form.
The SWCD is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.

Vegetative Filter Strips Eligible For
Reduced Property Tax Assessment
Did you know that if you have a qualifying
vegetative filter strip on your farm that you may be
eligible for a reduced property tax assessment on
those acres?
Per a standing Illinois state law, any land that is
located between a farm field and an area to be
protected, including but not limited to surface
water, a stream, a river, or a sinkhole and that
meets all requirements shall be considered a
“vegetative filter strip’ and valued at 1/6th of its
productivity index equalized assessed value as
cropland. Vegetative filter strips must be at least 66
feet in width and contain vegetation that has a
dense top growth, forms a uniform ground cover,
has a heavy fibrous root system, and tolerates field
pesticides.
Interested landowners should visit the Stephenson
County SWCD office to complete an application
form. Landowners should bring the property tax ID
numbers for each filter strip area. SWCD staff will
determine eligibility of the filter strip(s). Once
eligibility has been determined, it is the
landowner’s responsibility to file said form with the
County Tax Assessor’s office for processing.
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New Online Resources to Conduct USDA Business
Champaign, IL, September 8, 2020 -- It’s more important than ever to have a quick, secure way to get
important business done with your local USDA team. That’s why the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) has partnered with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to deliver Box and OneSpan, new tools
to help farmers get important documents signed and shared with USDA service center staff. These are
often the quickest, simplest options for both USDA employees and customers. Why? “Because you
don’t have to create or sign into a secondary account and you can electronically sign papers and forms
using your computer or your smart phone. Basically, you can do what you need to with just a few
clicks,” explains NRCS State Conservationist Ivan Dozier. The tools can save time and offer convenience
to Illinois farmers.
By using Box or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete most business transactions with USDA
without ever leaving their homes or agricultural operations. Dozier and Graff both noted that Box and
OneSpan do not replace existing systems that use e-Authentication for digital signature. Instead, they
provide additional efficient, customer-friendly resources for conducting business with USDA.
Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared.
Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box
account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and
shared digitally with Service Center staff. OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution. Like Box, no
software downloads or eAuthentication are required. Producers interested in eSignature through
OneSpan can quickly confirm their identity through two-factor authentication, which includes a text
message with verification code sent to their mobile device or a personalized question and answer. Once
identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via the producer’s
personal email address and, once signed, immediately become available to the appropriate Service
Center staff. These new tools are available to any USDA customer with access to a mobile device or
computer with printer connectivity.
“Another thing to note is that when you use OneSpan, the email you receive will come from “OneSpan
Sign,” not from any USDA email address or staff member,” Graff explain. So, look for that and just in
case, be sure to check your spam or ‘junk’ mail folder. “And always keep in communication with your
USDA Service Center,” Graff added.
Neither of these options are mandatory—farmers who prefer to hand deliver signed documents or mail
them in or just drop them off—can still get their USDA business taken care of that way as well. “It’s just
another option USDA is offering Illinois farmers to be safe and save time,” stated Dozier and Graff.
Both Box and OneSpan perform most effectively in Chrome. Visit farmers.gov/mydocs for current
information or for help getting started with these secure solutions for signing and sharing USDA
documents.
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Name or Address Changes
Please contact Stephenson County SWCD if your name or address is incorrect or if you have
moved so we can make the necessary changes in our label data base for newsletter and other
office mailings.
If you no longer wish to receive a mailed copy of our newsletter, please contact our office. This
would help us save some cost as postal rates continue to rise. As a reminder you can always get
the current edition on our website: www.stephensonswcd.org
STEPHENSON COUNTY DISTRICT DIRECTORS
Jim Hutchison ............................................ Chairman
Seth Wenzel ...................................... Vice Chairman
Barb Klinger ......................... Secretary/Treasurer
Matt Schlachter ......................................... Director
Dan Diaz........................................................ Director

SWCD D I S T R I C T S T A F F
Lorna Chezem ...... ……Administrative Coordinator
Aaron Dinderman........... ……Resource Coordinator
NRCS S T A F F
Josh Franks .................... District Conservationist
Abby Mielke .......................... Soil Conservationist
Hannah McWhirter .............. Soil Conservationist
Luke Tweeten ........ Soil Conservation Technician

Plantskydd Fall Season Tips
Protect Trees & Shrubs Over-winter with Plantskydd liquid:
▪ Spray shrubs and trees (including root flare/collar) liberally to prevent
over-winter deer browsing and girdling by rabbits, voles, squirrels etc.
▪ Apply extra product along known deer paths and bedding areas.
▪ Apply when temperatures are above freezing and allow 24 hours to dry.
Protect Trees Against “Buck-Rub” with Plantskydd Liquid:
▪ Spray trees liberally including bark, to prevent damage caused by bucks rubbing antlers against trees to
remove velvet and mark territory.
▪ Apply before the rut season begins to prevent deer from establishing territories.
▪ Apply when temperatures are above freezing and allow 24 hours to dry.
Protect Bulbs with Planskydd Liquid or Granular:
▪ Place bulbs on the ground or on newspaper and spray liberally, completely coating the bulbs. Allow the
bulbs to dry before planting. Once planted, spray the soil surface for extra protection.
▪ To discourage squirrels, voles and other critters from digging up freshly planted bulbs, sprinkle granules
liberally on and around bulbs when planting. Cover bulbs with soil and sprinkle granules liberally on the soil
surface.
Protecting turf and garden beds from vole damage with Plantskydd Liquid or Granular:
▪ Spray entire area to be protected at a rate of 500 square feet per quart. Apply when temperatures are
above freezing and allow 24 hours to dry. Apply prior to mulching.
▪ Sprinkle granules at a rate of 500 square feet per pound, before snow is expected. Apply prior to mulching.
You can pick up your Plantskydd products at the Stephenson SWCD office!
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The Water in Your Pond
With the exception of Lake Michigan, the surface waters of Illinois are classified as “warm water”. These are waters that have a
midsummer surface temperature of 70° F or higher. Temperature is one of the key factors which governs the lives of fish and regulates
the kinds of species which can live in our ponds. The amount of dissolved gases that water holds varies with the temperature. The
warm water of summer holds much less oxygen than cold winter water. Temperature affects fish in many ways, including feeding,
growth, and spawning. Most warmwater fishes grow faster at temperatures above 70° F and dissolved oxygen content of 5 to 8 parts
per million (ppm).
Temperature is also one of the principle factors influencing the pond cycle through the year. At 39° F, water reaches its greatest
density and weight. Water warmer or colder than 39° F is lighter. If not for this fact, life on earth would not exist. If water just kept
on getting denser as it got colder until it froze, ice would sink and all bodies of water, including the oceans, would be
permanently frozen solid! Fortunately for us, the lightest water of all is ice and it floats.
Let us look at the annual temperature cycle of a typical pond. In the spring, just after the ice thaws, the coldest water is on top at 32° F
and the warmest water is on the bottom, at about 39° F. As the warm breezes of spring begin to blow, the cold surface layers of water
begin to warm. As they get warmer, they get heavier and sink into the depths of the impoundment, replacing the lighter, colder layers
beneath. Eventually, all the water reaches 39° F. Up to this point, there have been layers of water at different temperatures and
densities in the pond, making them difficult to mix. Now that the water is all the same temperature and density, it mixes easily bringing
the water which has been on the bottom all winter to the surface. This is called the spring turnover.
Ponds can be thought of as breathing twice a year, once in the spring and once in the fall, breathing out the waste products of
respiration produced by aquatic life. These waste products include carbon dioxide, hydrogen sulfide, and other gases. At the same
time, the pond is breathing in new oxygen from the air to replace what was used up. So the pond starts the year with its water
freshened and a new supply of oxygen from top to bottom.
During the summer period, a layering effect called thermal stratification sets up, separating the impoundment into 3 zones of differing
temperature and density called the epilimnion, the thermocline, and the hypolimnion. These terms simply mean the upper lake, the
transition zone, and the lower lake. The thermocline is a layer in which the temperature drops rapidly, at a rate of 0.5° F or greater per
foot of increasing depth. Most people diving into a pond or lake experience the thermocline. Often, they come to the surface thinking
they dove into a spring!
The thermocline ends where the temperature ceases to drop rapidly. Once these layers set up in the summer, they are almost as
difficult to mix as oil and water and tend to remain stable throughout the warm weather. The upper 2 layers then effectively seal the
lower lake off from contact with the atmosphere.
In a deep lake (50-60 feet or more), the temperature of the lower layer may remain in the low 40's during the hottest of summer
weather. During this time, the aquatic life gradually uses up the dissolved oxygen present in the lower lake. In about mid·July, the
oxygen is used up entirely. This is why you cannot have trout in your lake over the summer, even though the temperatures on the
bottom are plenty cold enough for them.
As fall comes, the warm surface waters of the pond begin to cool off. Being cooler than the layers below them, they are also denser.
This cooler, denser water sinks, displacing the lighter, warmer water below. This process breaks up the thermal stratification which has
been so stable all summer, and the pond takes its second breath of the year, the fall turnover. The deoxygenated water of the lower
layer is brought to the surface, where its oxygen supply is renewed, and all the waste product gases which accumulated in the lower
layer during the summer are expelled to the atmosphere. The process is complete when all the water in the pond is once again at
39° F.
So, the pond begins the winter period as it began the summer period, with its water freshened and oxygen from top to bottom. As the
air temperatures continue to cool, water colder than 39° F floats on the warmer water below it. This provides a relatively warm refuge
for the fish, frogs, and turtles of the impoundment to survive the winter. Believe it or not, our fish would die of what we would call
exposure, if they were at temperatures below about 35° F for very long during the winter.
Article from IDNR Lake Pond Management Booklet
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Saving Tomorrow’s Agriculture Resources
S.T.A.R. (Saving Tomorrow’s Agriculture Resources) is a FREE state-wide tool, created by Champaign Soil and Water
Conservation district, to raise awareness among farmers about the need for and benefits from environmentally sensitive
and sustainable farming practices. S.T.A.R. assists farm operators and land- owners in evaluating their nutrient and soil
loss management practices on individual fields. The ultimate goal is to meet the goals of the Illinois Nutrient Loss
Reduction Strategy (NLRS).
The S.T.A.R. evaluation program assigns points for each cropping, tillage, nutrient application, and soil conservation
activity on individual fields. The S.T.A.R. Science Committee, made up of experts and university researchers, reviews
practices to determine the points and ranking system. Higher point values are assigned to those practices that align best
with the NLRS science assessment/goals and will be updated annually to reflect the most current research. The star rating
for a field can be anywhere from 1 to 5 stars.
The Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) has endorsed the S.T.A.R. program. They recognize that the S.T.A.R.
program enhances the proper stewardship of our land and water resources, including crop production inputs like nutrients,
and can make a positive difference to producers as they struggle to add value to their farming operations. S.T.A.R.
inspires farmers and farmland owners to enhance their farming practices that produce food, fiber, and fuel with minimal
impact on the environment.
Beginning with FY20 CPP funds; all SWCD CPP cost-share projects must utilize the S.T.A.R. program to evaluate their
nutrient and soil loss management practices on individual fields, to be eligible for CPP financial assistance.

Stephenson County Soil & Water Conservation District Annual Tree Sale
Stephenson SWCD annual tree sale is underway for 2021. Each year the District sells bare root tree, evergreen, and shrub
seedlings to increase efforts to provide energy, conservation and/or habitat cover for wildlife. Deadline to order is
Wednesday, March 10, 2021. No orders can be accepted after the March 10th deadline.
Several new species have been added to our sale this year; they include Douglas Fir, Persimmon, Chinkapin Oak,
Black Maple, and Black Elderberry.
Evergreens available include Douglas Fir, White Pine, Norway Spruce, White Spruce, Colorado Blue Spruce and
American Arborvitae (White Cedar).
Deciduous Trees include Persimmon, Black Walnut, Quaking Aspen, Shagbark Hickory, White Oak, Burr Oak,
Chinkapin Oak, Swamp White Oak and Black Maple.
Shrubs available include Black Elderberry, Red osier Dogwood, and Highbush Cranberry.
Additional items for sale include marking flags, Plantskydd Animal Repellant, tree mats, tree tubes, tree stakes, along
with bat houses, bluebird houses and wood duck houses.
Tree Order pick-up is scheduled for Thursday, April 15, 2021, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Stephenson County Fairgrounds,
Fairgrounds Road, Freeport. IL
Order form is included in this newsletter or can be picked up at the District office in the entryway or printed from the
SWCD website; www.stephensonswcd.org
Order and payment must be mailed or dropped off in the box in the entryway of the Stephenson SWCD office; 1620 S.
Galena Avenue, Freeport IL.
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Prepare for fall harvest with 10 tips on safety, wellness
1. Get equipment ready. Unfortunately, many farmers use older equipment during harvest season that does not have recommended
safety features, such as tractors without a rollover protective structure. Always use a tractor equipped with a ROPS when possible.
Keep your equipment in good condition and make sure all guards are properly positioned. Check to make sure that you have the
recommended lighting on your tractor and implements, especially when traveling in the early mornings or at night.
2. Turn off the machine. Everyone is rushing to get that last field harvested and then the corn harvester gets plugged.
Even though you are in a hurry to get done, you must always turn off the tractor before you get off the tractor to check or unclog any
piece of equipment.
3. Get plenty of rest and breaks. During harvest it is very easy to not get adequate rest, take breaks or even eat meals.
For you to remain alert during harvest, you cannot sacrifice rest and nutrition. When doing field work, take short breaks throughout the
day to stretch. Stay hydrated and pack nutritious snacks or meals so that you have energy to complete the day's work.
4. Provide proper training. When it is crunch time during harvest, a person may sometimes accept help from a neighbor, family
member or a friend. However, it is important for you to provide that person with proper safety training related to the task that they will
be helping with on the farm.
5. Protect young workers. If you have youths — either your own children, hired help or volunteers — working for you during harvest
season, evaluate the job they are doing to ensure they are not taking on more responsibility than they can handle. Always provide
training for youth workers and check on them regularly to see their progress and safety.
6. Remember proper lifting. Not all harvesting is done with tractors and combines. Some fall crops require hand harvesting and heavy
lifting.
7. Get plenty of sleep. Do not ignore your health during harvest. As hard as it might be, try to get adequate sleep, which will help you
rejuvenate from a hard day and prepare you for the next day.
8. Use a hitching system. During chopping, a person can get on and off the tractor numerous times to hitch and unhitch wagons.
Consider using a hitching system to reduce the number of times you need to get on and off the tractor. If it is unavoidable, maintain
three points of contact when getting on or off the tractor, and avoid jumping off the tractor or tractor steps. This will improve your safety
and protect your joints over time.
9. Have personal protective equipment. Use personal protective equipment such as ear plugs, gloves, and safety glasses when
appropriate.
10. Be safe on roads. Check to make sure you have the recommended lighting on your tractor and implements, especially when
traveling in the early mornings or at night. When possible, avoid traveling on roadways during the busy morning and evening commute
times. Use an escort vehicle when necessary.
https://www.farmprogress.com/farm-life/prepare-fall-harvest-10-tips-safety-wellness

2021 TREE ORDER FORM
Please print.
Name

Cell Phone

Address
Description
EVERGREENS
New
Douglas Fir
White Pine
Norway Spruce
White Spruce
Colorado Blue Spruce
American Arborvitae (White Cedar)

Size

City/State/Zip
10 Trees 25 Trees 100 Trees

10-20"
18-30"
24-36"
20-30"
18-30"
24-36"

$22.50
$35.00
$25.00
$33.60
$35.00
$36.50

$56.25
$87.50
$62.50
$84.00
$87.50
$91.25

$225.00
$350.00
$250.00
$336.00
$350.00
$365.00

DECIDUOUS TREES
New
Persimmon
Black Walnut
Quaking Aspen
Shagbark Hickory
White Oak
Burr Oak
Chinkapin Oak
New
Swamp White Oak
Black Maple
New

2-3'
2-3'
2-3'
18-24"
2-3'
2-3'
18-24"
2-3'
2-3'

$30.00
$27.00
$27.00
$30.00
$35.00
$30.00
$20.00
$30.00
$40.00

$75.00
$67.50
$67.50
$75.00
$87.50
$75.00
$50.00
$75.00
$100.00

$300.00
$270.00
$270.00
$300.00
$350.00
$300.00
$200.00
$300.00
$400.00

SHRUBS
Black Elderberry
Redosier Dogwood
Highbush Cranberry

2-3'
2-3'
2-3'

$30.00
$27.00
$32.00

$75.00
$67.50
$80.00

$300.00
$270.00
$320.00

Each
Each
Each
Each
Each
Each
Each
48" $1.25@

$10.00
$30.00
$30.00
$55.00
$1.50
$3.00
$4.00
60" $1.50@

New

ADDITIONAL ITEMS
Marking Flags (bundles of 100)
Bat House
Bluebird House (Peterson style)
Wood Duck House
Tree Mats (includes 4 wire staples)
48" Tree Tubes
60" Tree Tubes
White Oak Tree Stakes are ordered upon request

Quantity

Amount

TOTAL PAYMENT $
All Stock are Bareroot Seedlings. The District gives no
Payment must accompany order. Make checks
warranty as to growth or survival. We reserve the right to
payable to Stephenson SWCD. Mail or bring to
refund all or part of payments made. Quantities are limited-Stephenson SWCD, 1620 South Galena
please place your order early. These plants are for
Avenue, Freeport, IL 61032.
conservation purposes only and shall not be used as
Sorry NO CREDIT CARDS accepted!
ornamentals or for landscaping.
Order pick-up: Thursday, April 15, 2021 , 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tree Pick-Up location: Stephenson Co. Fairgrounds; Fairgrounds Rd. Freeport, IL.

Order Deadline Wednesday, MARCH 10, 2021
(No Orders Will Be Accepted After March 10th)
Large quantity orders (500 trees of one species) will receive special rates.
Call the office (815-235-2141 ext. 3) for more information. Reminder cards will be mailed.
The sale proceeds are an important fundraiser for the District and support the local conservation efforts of SWCD.
If for any reason the pickup is delayed, you will be notified.

EVERGREEN TREES
DOUGLAS FIR (Pseudotsuga menziesii ) – One of the most popular
choices for Christmas trees and landscaping. A fast growing fir, it's
medium, flat, bluish green needles give off a wonderful evergreen aroma.
Douglas firs prefer moist, well drained soils. Average height 40 - 80 feet.
This fir makes great wildlife cover and works well in windbreaks.

NATIVE DECIDUOUS TREES
BLACK MAPLE (Acer nigrum) - Medium sized to large tree, up to 85 feet
tall. Trunk diameter up to 2 1/2 feet; crown broad, with several upright
branches. Bark dark brown to black, smooth when young, soon becoming
furrowed and scaly. Habitat: Moderately well-drained to somewhat poorly
drained bottomland forests; but also thrives on rich upland forest sites.
Autumn color yellow.
WHITE PINE (Pinus strobus ) - A large, picturesque native tree with long WHITE OAK (Quercus alba) - The Illinois State Tree. Known for its
soft needles widely used in reforestation, windbreaks. Moderate to fast majestic beauty and longevity, the White Oak prefers moist, well drained
grower which thrives in a wide range of soils. Average maximum height to upland soils. This is a sensitive tree which cannot tolerate urban conditions.
80 feet.
Acorns are loved by wildlife, produces valuable wood.
NORWAY SPRUCE (Picea abies ) - One of the fastest growing spruce
trees; it can grow to 5 ft. within 5 to 7 years. Grows well in a wide range of
soils. Norway spruce is a large, pyramidal tree with long, cylindrical cones
that hang like ornaments from the weeping branches against the dark green
foliage. This sun-loving, 50 to 80 foot high tree is often used as windbreaks,
screens, or hedges in large-scale landscapes.

SWAMP WHITE OAK: (Quercus bicolor ) –Large tree, up to 100 feet tall;
trunk diameter up to 4 feet; crown rounded and broad. Distinguished by leaves
which are coarsely round-toothed; softly white and hairy on the undersurface
and it's long stemmed acorns. Habitat: Moderately well-drained to poorly
drained bottomland forests.

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE (Picea pungens ) - Very hardy, pyramidal
shaped tree with stiff branches; blue green needles providing excellent
nesting, roosting, and winter cover for birds; great in windbreaks. Mature
height in Illinois is 30-60' with a spread of 10-20'. Likes ordinary soil,
average moisture, full sun. Does not like wet soil.

BURR OAK (Quercus macrocarpa) – Large tree, up to 120 feet tall; trunk
diameter up to 5 feet; crown rounded with stout branches, trunk straight, stout,
sometimes slightly buttressed at the base. Habitat: Prefers rich, well-drained
bottomland forests; thrives in upland forests that range in drainage & fertility.

WHITE SPRUCE (Picea glauca) - A very hardy evergreen tree that can
tolerate heat and drought, and will grow rapidly if planted in a well drained
location. With short soft, silver-green needles, it makes a beautiful
Christmas tree or ornamental tree and works great in windbreaks. Mature
height of 60-70 ft.

CHINKAPIN OAK (Quercus muehlenbergii) -Large tree, up to 100 feet tall;
trunk diameter up to 4 feet; crown oblong or rounded, with many branches;
trunk straight; columnar, buttressed at the base. Acorn borne singly or paired,
usually on a short stalk. Habitat: Well-drained to moderately well drained
upland forests; prefers alkaline, deep, moist upland sites.

AMERICAN ARBORVITAE (Thuja occidentalis) – Pyramidal in habit.
Leaves are frond-like on flat branches varying from dark green to light
green during the growing season. Grows best in loamy, moist soil. May be
planted as an ornamental, hedge or windbreak. It is also a good source for
wildlife food, shelter from enemies and elements and nesting cover.

SHAGBARK HICKORY (Carya ovata ) - Large tree, up to 100 feet tall;
trunk diameter up to 3 1/2 feet; crown rounded, with some of the branches
often hanging. Distinguished by its shaggy bark, its usually five large leaflets,
and its large winter buds. Habitat: Well-drained to moderately well-drained
upland forests; occasionally found on terraced bottomland forests with
excellent drainage.
PERSIMMON (Diospyros virginiana) – Medium sized tree, up to 80 feet
tall; trunk diameter 2 feet; crown broad and rounded or flattened. Bark dark
SHRUBS
gray to black, broken at maturity into squarish blocks. Berry; fleshy, spherical,
with greenish calyx present at one end, yellow-orange to orange, up to 2 inches
HIGHBUSH CRANBERRY (Viburnum trilobum) – Broadleaf Shrub; in diameter, sweet when ripe, few seeded. Habitat: Moderately well-drained to
yellow to red purple fall color. New foliage has reddish color. Bears poorly drained bottomland forests; attains best development on deep, fertile,
well-drained alluvial soils; also grows in upland forests that range in fertility
extremely handsome whiter flowers and bright red fruit.
and moisture.
REDOSIER DOGWOOD (Cornus stolinifera) – Native shrub, very
distinctive red branches highly recommended for windbreaks. Produces
small, flat clusters of whitish flowers in late May followed by white berries
that are a favorite food of song birds. Adapted for wet soils but will also do
well upland when established.

QUAKING ASPEN (Populus tremuloides ) – medium sized tree up to 60 feet
tall; trunk diameter up to 1 1/2 feet; crown rounded or occasionally spreading.
The whitish trunk and the ovate, trembling leaves distinguish this species.
Habitat: Favorable to a wide variety of forested sites; pioneer species after
disturbance.

BLACK ELDERBERRY (Sambucus nigra) – Elderberry is a deciduous
shrub or small tree growing 20 ft tall and wide. The bark, light grey when
young, changes to a coarse grey outer bark with lengthwise furrowing,
lenticels prominent. The leaves are arranged in opposite pairs, 10–30 cm
long, pinnate with five to seven (rarely nine) leaflets, the leaflets 5–12 cm
long and 3–5 cm broad, with a serrated margin. The fruit is a glossy, dark
purple to black berry 3–5 mm diameter, produced in drooping clusters in
late autumn; they are an important food for many fruit-eating birds. It grows
in a variety of conditions including both wet and dry fertile soils, primarily
in sunny locations.

BLACK WALNUT (Juglans nigra ) - Large tree, up to 120 feet tall; trunk
diameter up to 5 feet; crown broadly rounded; trunk straight, columnar, not
buttressed at the base. Nut borne singly or in pairs, spherical up to 2 inches in
diameter. Habitat: Moderately well drained to somewhat poorly drained
bottomland forests; attains it's best development on deep, fertile, well-drained
alluvial soils; also thrives in rich, well-drained upland forests. Illinois most
valuable hardwood species
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F A R M S E R V I C E S A G E N C Y ( FS A) , F A R M L O A N S

STATE BANK OF DAVIS
Member FDIC ................................ www.statebankofdavis.com
100 Rt. 75, Davis IL 61019 ................................. (815)865-5125

1620 S. Galena Avenue, Freeport ........................ (815) 235-2141 Ext. 2

STEPHENSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION
DISTRICT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION SERVICE
1620 S. Galena Avenue, Freeport ........................ (815) 235-2141 Ext. 3

IL DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

M I D W E S T C O M M U N I T Y B A N K …….….www.mwbonline.com
Committed to your success! Member FDIC
510 Park Crest Dr., Freeport, IL 61032
Ag & Commercial Lending

Region 1 NWIL Office, Morrison ................................. (815) 772-4708
Wildlife Biologist/District Forester, Savanna ................ (815) 273-2737
Game Warden-Steve Beltran ......................................... (815) 218-4165

Shane Gerber… .sgerber@mwbonline.com………… (815) 801-3163
Dave Winter…….dwinter@mwbonline.com…………(815) 801-3175

APPRAISALS

Ag & Commercial Lending ........................................... (815) 297-0900

REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS, INC.
Agricultural, commercial and residential appraisals
Appraisers licensed in Illinois and Wisconsin
P.O. Box 306, 222 W. Main, Lena ................................ (815) 369-2699

COMPEER FINANCIAL
Appraisals, Loans, Leases and Crop Insurance
Dave Dinderman
651 W. Meadows Dr., Freeport, IL 61032 ..................... (815) 235-3171

ATTORNEYS
E L L I O T T & T R A I N O R , P .C.

S T A T E B A N K ……………...............……www.statebankfreeport.com
Greg Cross…...............……greg.cross@statebankfreeport.com
1718 S. Dirck Drive, Freeport, IL 61032…………Member FDIC

CROP INSURANCE SERVICES
COMPEER FINANCIAL
Crop Insurance, Loans, Leases and Appraisals
Lynette Kearns, Kim Redington
651 W. Meadows Dr, Freeport, IL 61032 ..................... (815) 235-3171

RADERS INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC
Nick Raab, Agent

Home – Farm- Auto–Crop -Commercial

Attorneys At Law

240 W. Main St, Ste A., PO Box 228, Lena, IL ............ (815) 369-4225

Agriculture, Agribusiness and Estate Planning

INSURANCE SERVICES

1005 W. Loras Drive, Freeport, IL ................................ (815) 233-1022

D A V I D D. S H O C K E Y , Attorney at Law
Estate & Business Planning

WEST POINT MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
Home - Farmette- Farm

Shockey & Cox, LLC Law Offices
208 W. Stephenson, Suite 101, Freeport, IL .................. (815) 235-2507

240 W. Main St, Ste A., PO Box 228, Lena, IL ............ (815) 369-4225

PLAGER, KRUG, BAUER, RUDOLPH & STODDEN, LTD.

See Us for All Your Insurance Needs

Lyle A. Krug, Nicole M. Bauer, Charles B. Rudolph, Ryan R. Stodden
Agricultural Law, Estate & Trust Planning, Business Tax Planning &
Preparation -serving northwestern IL and southwestern WI.
10 N. Galena Ave., Suite 300, Freeport, IL ................... (815) 235-1212

Farm - Home - Auto - Crop - Business - Life

REAL ESTATE
PAT BROWN REALTY
Located in Restored Elevator at
217 W. Main St., Lena, IL ................................................815-369-5599

BANKS & LOAN SERVICES
COMPEER FINANCIAL
Loans, Leases, Crop Insurance, and Appraisals
www.compeer.com
651 W. Meadows Dr., Freeport, IL 61032..................... (815) 235-3171

CITIZENS STATE BANK ............. WWW.CSBNOW.COM
Loans, Leases, Crop Ins. Estate Planning, Member FDIC
Lena ............................... 102 W. Main St. ...................815-369-4524
Stockton.......................... 133 W. Front Ave ...................815-947-3366
Freeport. ......................... 1525 S. Forest Rd.....................815-801-4524

LENA STATE BANK
915 S. Logan, Lena, IL 61048 ....................................... (815) 369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com ..................................................Member FDIC

STATELINE INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.
204 Samuelson Dr., Orangeville, IL .............................. (815) 789-3366
202 W. Main, Warren, IL. ............................................ (815) 745-2148
136 S. Main, Pearl City, IL. ......................................... (815) 443-3400

FEED-SEED-FERTILIZER-LIVESTOCK
EQUIPMENT
P E A R L C I T Y E L E V A T O R , Pearl City, IL

(815) 443-2512
Alliance Nutrition.......................................................... (815) 369-9014
Baileyville Co-op .......................................................... (815) 362-2667
Dakota & Harrison Co-op ............................................. (815) 449-2254
McConnell Co-op .......................................................... (815) 868-2258
Warren Co-op ................................................................ (815) 745-2056
Alliance Commodities ................................................... (815) 809-2667

STEPHENSON SERVICE COMPANY
Petroleum products, LP gas, feeds, seeds, grain, fertilizers and
chemicals, grain-bins, buildings
Telephone ......................................................................1-800-782-4740

FERTILIZER-LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT

CONSERVATION CONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS

NI E A, I N C .
LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS – do you need manure application?
Liquid or Dry, No-till injection capabilities. Latest in new
technology – autosteer & as-applied maps. 50 years combined
experience. Give us a call if you are looking for a change.

B &H T R E N C H I N G & T I L I N G
Laser controlled trenching & tiling
Pearl City, IL ...................................................... (815) 291-3636

Telephone .........................................................................815-239-1480

FARM BUREAU
STEPHENSON COUNTY FARM BUREAU
210 West Spring Street, Freeport........................ (815) 232-3186
office@stephensoncfb.org ...................... www.stephensoncfb.org

FARM MACHINERY-SALES-REPAIRS-RENTALS
CARTER & GRUENEWALD CO., INC.
Cub Cadet, Bobcat, Brillion, Woods, H & S, McFarlane
Juda, WI ............................... 1-866 442-2338 or (608) 934-5201
NITE EQUIPMENT
Full Service Shop, Parts, Hitches Installed, EBY Truck Beds,
Meyer Snow Plows, 300 New Trailers & New Branson Tractors
Full Line of Used Tractors, Trucks and Farm Equipment
www.niteequip.com ............................................ (815) 239-9096
RITCHIE IMPLEMENT, INC.
Case IH, Kubota, Claas, JCB & Polaris Cobb, Darlington &
Barneveld, WI.................................................... 1-800-944-7903
SKID STEER SPECIALTIES
Mustang, sales & rental - KUBOTA engine dealer
Repair all brands; & small engine repair
405 S. Schuyler St., Lena, IL .............................. (815) 369-4314
HOLLAND & SONS, INC.
John Deere, Hagie, Hardi, Honda, Stihl
724 Youngs Lane, Freeport IL ........................... (815) 233-1216

FINANCIAL SERVICES
COUNTRY Financial ®, Deb Brown-Financial Representative
Farm-Crop-Auto-Home-Life-Health-Annuities-Commercial
Lena -815-369-2881 .............................. Warren (815) 745-3116

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING
W AGNER C ONSULTING & A GRICULTURE , LLC .
Agricultural Engineering including Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Plans, TSP Certifications, EQIP projects.
We will provide you the services needed on your farm at a
competitive price. Please call ............................ (815) 275-7642

FARM TECHNOLOGY
ALLIANCE COMMUNICATIONS
Video security, two-way radio, telephone systems, public address,
& school intercoms
website: www.ac-il ........................... e-mail: stoft@netzero.com
Freeport, IL 61032 .............................................. (815) 563-9200

BUCKLAND CUSTOM FOOD PLOTS
Management plans, food plots, pollinator plantings, seed sales
Aaron Dinderman .............................................. (815) 821-4252
D O C ’ S E X C A V A T I N G , I N C . Joe Daughenbaugh
Waterways, septic systems, backhoe work, black dirt sales,
trucking, ponds, Bulldozing, quarry product. Quarries located in
Orangeville and Lena ....(815) 369-4652 or Cell (815) 275-3256
G R A D E S O L U T I O N S L LC
Design & Construction of; Subsurface Drainage and Subsurface
Irrigation systems, waterways, ponds, drainage retention areas,
bio filters, contour & pattern tiling. GPS/RTK mapping &
machine control.
7367 E. Farm School Rd. Rock City, IL 61070............. (815) 209-9675

I ES S U P P L Y
Bentonite for sealing water wells, ponds and foundations
104 E. DeVore St., Pearl City IL ........................ (815) 443-9100
K L E V E R E X C A V A T I N G L LC
Waterways, block structures, fence rows, excavating (all types),trucking,
lime spreading, quarry products, backhoe work, fully insured.

Davis, IL ......................................... (815) 865-5801 or 865-5670
LUDEWIG DRAINAGE
Laser controlled tiling & block chute structure, GPS Mapping
12604 W. Haldane Rd., Polo .............................. (815) 938-3304
METAL CULVERTS, INC.
All types culvert & toe-wall structures
706 W. 3rd Ave., Monmouth, IL ........................ (309) 734-4113
340 Water St., Evansville, WI ............................ (608) 882-5336
S E LE C T H AR DWO O D S – N A T H A N B O N T R E G E R
Buyers of Standing Timber; Marketing both saw logs and veneer;
Walnut,& White Oak. Custom sawing; firewood, sawdust and
unique slabs.
14995 W Hairpin Rd, Pearl City, IL ...........................(815) 297-2790

G A R Y S A A M C O N S T R U C T I O N C O ., I N C .
Randy Goodwin Owner/Operator
Ponds, earth moving, tiling, and conservation work
Scales Mound, IL 61075..................................... (815) 845-2234
TAUTZ TRENCHING/EXCAVATING
Laser controlled tiling, waterways, government conservation
project’s, general dozing, ponds, basements, grading, scraper,
backhoe, demolition, trucking, welding, lathe work, press work.
John Tautz – 815-244-9435 or Karl Tautz – 815-244-8004/238-3510
VINCENT EARTHMOVING F/K/A/ REDFEARN EARTHMOVING
Earth moving, grading, waterways dry dams, terraces, ponds, tiling
1480 Rte.20 West, Elizabeth, IL ................................... (815) 858-2024

